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H E A L T H PROFESSIONS DIVISION 
College of Osteopathic Medicine • College of Pharmacy 
College of Optometry· College of Allied Health 
College of Medical Sciences • College of Dental Medicine 
COMMENCEMENT 
Sunday, May 24, 1998 
The Broward Center for the Performing Arts 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
--NOVA--
SOUTHEASTERN 
UNIVERSITY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Robert A. Steele, Chairman 
Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D., President 
August C. Paoli, J.D., Vice Chairman 
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Arnold Melnick, D.O. 
Joseph R. Millsaps 
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Honorary Trustees 
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J. Wallace Wrightson 
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Royal Flagg Jonas, J.D., Chairman 
Emil L. Todaro, D.O., Chairman Emeritus 
Morton Terry, D.O., Chancellor 
Mervin E. Meck, D.O., Vice Chairman. 
Morton J. Morris, D.O., J.D., Secretary 
Morton T. Smith, D.O., Treasurer 
Daniel Barkus, D.O. 
Thomas F. Carney, D.O. 
Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D. 
Daniel M. Finkelstein, D.O. 
ADMINISTRA TION 
Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D. 
President 
Morton Terry, A.B., D.O., M.Sc., F.A.C.O.I. 
Chancellor 
FrederickLippman, B.Sc., R.Ph. 
Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost 
Marcelino Oliva, D.O. 
Anthony Ottaviani, D.O., M.P.H. 
Emanuel Pushkin, O.D. 
David H. Rush 
Sandra L. Schwemmer, D.O. 
Philip L. Shettle, D.O. 
Robert A. Steele 
Jay M. Tischenkel, B.Sc., R.Ph . 
Sylvia Urlich, M.S . 
Morton Morris, B.A., D.O., J.D., F.A.O.A.O., F.A.C.O.S., F.A.C.L.M. 
Vice Chancellor and Deputy Provost 
Stanley R. Cohen, B.S., M.Ed., Ed.D. 
Vice Provost 
Marla Frohlinger, B.A., M.H.S.A. 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Student Services and Professional Coordination 
Irving Rosenbaum, B.A., M.P.A., D.P.A. 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Professional Affairs 
Sara Schoninger, B.S. 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Marketing and Communications 
Don Simmons 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Administration 
Jay M. Tischenkel, B.Sc., R.Ph . 
Director, Institutional Advancement 
Robert S. Oller, D.O. 
Chief Executive Officer, Health Care Centers 
DEANS 
Cyril Blavo, D.O., M.S ., M.P.H . & T.M ., F.A.C.O.P., Interim Dean, College of Osteopathic Medicine 
William D. Hardigan, B.S., M.S., Ph.D., Dean, College of Pharmacy 
David S. Loshin, O.D., Ph.D., F.A.A.O., Dean, College of Optometry 
Raul Cuadrado, S.B ., B.S., M.P.H., Dr.P.H., Dean, College of Allied Health 
Harold E. Laubach, B.S., M.S., Ph.D., Dean, College of Medical Sciences 
Seymour Oliet, D.D.S., Dean, College of Dental Medicine 
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 
*Academic Processional 
Convening the Commencement ... .. ... ... .. .. .. .. .... ........ . David H. Rush 
Member, Board of Trustees 
Welcome ...... ...... .. ........ ......... .... ... .. .. ...... .... ..... ....... ... . Frederick Lippman, B.Sc ., R.Ph. 
Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost 
Greetings ..... .... ...... ... .... ... ... .. .... ... .... .. .... .. ................... Ray Ferrero, Jr., J.D. 
Presentation of Candidate 
President 
Morton Terry, D.O. 
Chancellor 
for Honorary Degree ... ...... ... ...... ............. ......... .... ..... Mr. Lippman 
Conferral of Honorary Degree .. ... ...... ........ ....... ....... President Ferrero 
Address .. ..... ... .... ......... ..... ...... .. ....... ..... ..... ........ ... .. .. ... The Honorable John Thrasher 
District 19, Florida House of Representatives 
Conferral of Degrees in Course ........ ........ .. ..... ........ President Ferrero 
Bachelor of Science (Physician Assistant) .. ....... Raul Cuadrado, Dr.P.H. 
Dean, College of Allied Health 
Doctor of Optometry ....... .. .. .. ... ........ .. .. .. ..... ......... David S. Loshin, O.D., Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Optometry 
Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy 
Doctor of Pharmacy .............. ... ......... ....... ......... .... William D. Hardigan, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Pharmacy 
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine .... ... ... .. ... .. ........ Cyril Blavo, D.O. 
Int~rim Dean, College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Physician Assistant Oath ....... ...... .............. ........ ....... Howell J. Smith, III, M.M.S., P.A.-C. 
Acting Director, Physician Assistant Program 
Optometric Oath ..... ... ... .. .... ........ .... ..... ....... ........ ...... . Sidney J. Stern, O.D., F.A.A.O. 
President 
Florida Optometric Association 
Pharmacist's Oath ..... ... ...... ..... .... .... .. .. ... ........... ... ... .. . Debra A. Brown, M.S. 
President 
Florida Society of Health-System Pharmacists 
Osteopathic Oath .. ..... .. ... .. ......... .. .... ..... ... ........ ... ....... E. Dale Brandt, D.O. 
'President 
* Recessional 
* Audience Please Stand 
Florida Osteopathic Medical Association 
ACADEMIC MARSHALLS 
Carmen Aceves-Blumenthal, B.S., M.S. 
Daniel R. Barkus, B.A., D.O., F.A.C.O.O.G. 
Bob G. Gilman, B.S ., M.S., O.D., F.A.A.O. 
Lori B. Dribin, B.A., M.S., Ph.D. 
David H. Rush 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT) 
Varkey Abraham, Coral Springs # Christopher Michael Fucci, Pembroke Pines 
B.S., Mahatma Gandhi University 
Tomas Manuel Fuentes, Hialeah 
* Evan Joseph Abramsky, East Meadow, NY 
B.S., New York Institute of Technology # Tisha Marie Gardner, Green Bay, WI 
B.S., University of Wisconsin 
Nancy Jo Andrejack, Pinellas Park 
A.A., St. Petersburg Junior College ** Lori Rebecca Godown, Davie 
B.S., University of Miami 
# Claudia P. Angel, Fairfax, V A 
B .A., George Mason University Irais Gonzalez, Hialeah 
B.S., University of Mexico 
Cynthia Catherine Arciniegas, Miami 
B.S., Florida International University # Marie Josee Gravel, Pompano Beach 
B.A., University of Florida 
# Gary Michael Arnold, Plantation 
B.S., Florida State University * John Tobias Gray, Fort Lauderdale 
B.S., University of Florida 
§* Karen Elizabeth Baker, Coral Gables 
B.A., University of Miami Meeru Devan Gupta, Sarasota 
A.S., Des Moines Area Community College 
Stafford Scott Balderson, Lauderhill B.S., Drake University 
A.A., Hillsborough Community College 
Pete A. Gutierrez, Miami 
ArthurG. Ball, Miami A.A., OkaloosaJunior College 
B.S., University of Florida B.S., Florida International University 
M.D., University of the East 
Donna Anne Banal, Margate 
Craig J. Hare, Pembroke Pines 
* Leah Pamela Bloch, Wayne, NJ A.A., Prince George's College 
B.S., Michigan State University 
Howard Keith Hatfield, Ormond Beach 
Amy Christina Bobotis, North Miami B.A., Wichita State Universty 
M.B.A., Nova Southeastern University M.A., University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Richard Buschor, St. Petersburg Alfred P. Heinen, Pembroke Pines 
B.S., Canisius College 
** Robert Powers Butler, Oakland Park 
B.A., University of Maryland Moira Ruff Hizer, Davie 
Donald Vincent Cardwell, Jr. , Lakeland Diana Lynn Holland, Boynton Beach 
A.A., Polk County Community College B.S., Florida Atlantic University 
Cybele Christine, Hollywood Mary Elizabeth Holtham, Cocoa Beach 
A.A., Brevard Community College 
§ Irene Maria Cuesta, Miami 
** Julie Ann lmperatori, Miami Lakes 
Anisa Tapan Daftari, Atlanta, GA 
B.A., Butler University # Sari Jacoby, Coral Springs 
B.S., University of Florida 
** Robert G. Daren, Lauderhill 
A.S ., Broward Community College # Stephen G. Kennebeck, Madison, WI 
B. S., University of Connecticut B.A., University of South Florida 
Mark Kenneth DiCarlo, Port St. Lucie Heather Marie Keseric, Lehigh Acres 
B. S., University of Central Florida A.A., Edison Community College 
Clarence Allen Dupkoski, Johnson City, TN # John Howard Barriga Kingsbury, Plantation 
B.S ., East Tennessee State University B.A., Salem-Teikyo University 
* ElisaD. Endicott, Altamonte Springs 
M.A., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
Ph.D., Florida State University 
B.A., Lenoir-Rhyne College 
B.S., Stetson University §* Laurel Minna Kitchen, Coral Springs 
B.S., Clemson University 
* Bridgette Y. Forgette, Hollywood 
Katheryn Knutson, Melbourne 
B.S., Stetson University 
* Graduated With Honors 
** Graduated With Highest Honors 
# Pending Completion of Requirements § Indicates Dual Degrees 
* Derrick D. Kooker, Plantation 
Debra Christina Krol, Coral Springs 
Erin Caprice Landis, Vero Beach 
B.S . Florida State University 
# Michael Francis Langham, Fort Myers 
* 
B.A., Hiram College 
Susan Ann Laverty-Proietto, Fort Lauderdale 
A.A., Suffolk Community College 
B.S., State University of New York at Stony Brook 
Jennifer Rae Levitt, Pembroke Pines 
A.A., Brevard Community College 
Joel Madhukar, Plantation 
B.S., Regents College, State University of New York 
§ Diana Antonia Magazzu, Fort Lauderdale 
# 
# 
* 
Lori McCullough Marcoux, Hollywood 
B.S., Oklahoma State University 
Felix R. Marichal, Pembroke Pines 
M.D., School of Medicine, Havana, Cuba 
Tiffani OndreaMassingill, Largo 
A.A., St. Petersburg Junior College 
Orly Matheson, Boca Raton 
B.S., Florida International University 
Pamela Lynn Maxie, Valrico 
# Cynthia Louise McKeon, Dania 
A.S., Miami-Dade Community College 
Deborah Jean Mendoza, Homestead 
Kathleen Marie Minnet, Delray Beach 
Pharm.D., Nova Southeastern University 
# Matthew John Morrison, Eustis 
A.A., Daytona Beach Community College 
# Sue Nhu Nguyen, Highlands Ranch, CO 
B.A., University of Denver 
# Leslie Ann Pasto, Tampa 
* 
* 
Nahzaya M. Perez, Miami 
A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
Erik Stephen Persell, Duarte, CA 
A.S., Citrus College 
B.A., University of California at San Diego 
Cynthia Sue Post, Hallandale 
A.S ., Seward County Community College 
B.A., Florida Atlantic University 
Sandra Diane Renne, Naples 
A.S., University of South Carolina 
#* * Svetlana Reyblat, Boca Raton 
B.S., University of Miami 
* 
§ 
Roman B. Reyes, Hollywood 
Tamera Sue Sansone, Fort Lauderdale 
A.A., Broward Community College 
Dinorah Angeles Sed, Lake Worth 
Denise Marie Seely, West Palm Beach 
Stephanie Lynn Shepherd, Elgin, IL 
B.S., North Central College 
Loren Claire Simpson, Miami 
B.S., University ofIlIinois 
Jennifer Lynn Sklaver, New York, NY 
B.A., Tulane University 
# Michael G. Smith, Loxahatchee 
A.A., Army Academy of Health Sciences 
# Wendy L. Stokes, Tampa 
Maria Ann Trees, Camp Hill, P A 
B.S., University of Scranton 
Tammy Mae Torrey, Bradentol! 
Ai Tsuiki, Atlanta, GA 
§ Jeffrey David Turnbull, Hollywood 
B.S., California State University at San Bernardino 
William Edward Vencill, Weston 
B.S., Missouri Valley College 
Michele M. Viola, Fort Lauderdale 
#* Kathrin Vodjdani, Tampa 
B.S., Oglethorpe University 
§#* Michelle Lynn Walczak, Fort Lauderdale 
B.S., Central Michigan University 
§ Jill Nicole Wasserman, Coral Springs 
A.A., Florida State University 
Michael David White, Boise, ID 
B.S., Boise State University 
M.S., University of Oregon 
Victoria Lee Wilcox, Lakeland 
Ericka Chantisa Williams, Miami 
B.S., Xavier University 
Beverly Ann Wood, Melbourne 
A.A., Brevard Community College 
A.S., Brevard Community College 
Julie Marie Young, Miami 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
§ Karen Elizabeth Baker, Coral Gables 
B.A., University of Miami 
§# Irene Maria Cuesta, Miami 
§ Shai Gavi, Great Neck, NY 
B.A., Brooklyn College 
B.S., Long Island University 
Maimonides Medical Center 
§# Kendra Sue Hall Pyle, Oriando 
B.S., University of Central Florida 
Florida Hospital East Orlando 
§ Laurel Minna Kitchen, Coral Springs 
B.S., Clemson University 
§ Jill Levin, Miami 
B.A., University of Miami 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine 
§# Diane Antonia Magazzu, Fort Lauderdale 
§# Jeffrey M. Scott, Weston 
B.S., New York Regent's College 
D.C., New York Chiropractic College 
Columbia Hospital 
§ Loren Claire Simpson, Miami 
B.S., University of Illinois 
§# Jeffrey David Turnbull, Hollywood 
B.S., California State University at San Bernardino 
§ Michelle Lynn Walczak, Fort Lauderdale 
B.S., Central Michigan University 
§# Jill Nicole Wasserman, Coral Springs 
§# Adrian Mark Zachary, Bay Harbor Islands 
B.A., Lake Forest College 
Doctors Hospital 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY 
Cheryl McDowell'Barton, Davie 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Trace Adam Barton, Davie 
A.A., Broward Community College 
B.S., University of South Florida 
Daniel Jeffrey Behn, Largo 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Deborah Charlotte Belfer, Houston, TX 
B.A., University of Texas at Houston 
Richard Anselm Berman, Sunrise 
A.A., Broward Community College 
B.S., Florida International University 
Jason Blaine Christopher Binning, Davie 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Alan Scott Bishop, Oxford, MD 
B.A., University of Delaware 
Meredith Lynn Robles Bomse, Pikesville, MD 
A.A., York College 
B.S., York College 
Baltimore Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
Amanda Jean Bourgeois, Jacksonville 
B.S., University of North Florida 
Nova Southeastern University 
College of Optometry 
* 
* 
Kevin Andrew Broome, Daytona 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Daytona Eye Center 
Duc Minh Bui, San Jose, CA 
B.S., San Jose State University 
George Elbert Burke, Pembroke Pines 
A.A., Central Piedmont Community College 
B.S., University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
Scott Pandel Caleodis, Wintersville, OH 
B.S., Ohio State University 
Christopher Edward Campbell, Hollywood 
B.A., Florida State University 
Andrew D. Chen, Miami 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Michelle Elizabeth Collier, Davie 
B.S., Florida State University 
Cindy Marie Cork, Pembroke Pines 
B.S., Florida International University 
Yvonne Coy, Miami 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Aran Eye Associates 
Gita Dangodara, Pembroke Pines 
B.S., Rollins College 
Italics Indicate Residency / Internship 
* 
** 
# 
* 
* 
* 
Stephanie Nicole Davis, Plantation 
B.S., Indiana University 
Victoria Cavazos Dixon, Melbourne 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Vymarys Judith Dominguez, Sunrise 
A.A., Valencia Community College 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Frank Michael D'Orio, Vineland, NJ 
B.A., University of Delaware 
Eye Institute of South Jersey 
H. Kirk Fallin, III, Miami 
B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
Lawrence A. Filak, Jr., Cresson, PA 
B.S., Gannon University 
David N. Fisher, Davie 
B.A., Indiana University 
Kelli Gray Garcia, Hollywood 
B.S., University of California at Davis 
Lisa Oleck Gibbons, Winter Park 
B.A., University of Florida 
Deborah Stacy Goldman, Miami 
B.A., Florida International University 
Norman Lee Herskovich, North Miami Beach 
B.S., Brooklyn College 
David Joseph Hogge, Temple Terrace 
B.A., University of South Florida 
B.S., University of South Florida 
Michael Kent Holifield, Fort Lauderdale 
B.S., University of Houston 
Kenneth Charles Hunt, Ocala 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Pedro I. Ivonnet, Miami 
B.S., Un iversity of Miami 
Christine Ann Jack, North Miami Beach 
B.S., Michigan State University 
Ludiamma John, Sugarland, TX 
B.S., Baylor University 
Bruce John Keenan, Sr., Davie 
B. S., Virginia Poly technical and State University 
Martin Sung Kim, Montebello, CA 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Michael Ken Kobayashi, Merced, CA 
B.S., University of California at Davis 
Ellen Eun-Joo Kwon, Glenn Dale, MD 
B.S., University of Maryland at College Park 
Jenny Lee, Alexandria, V A 
B.S.,UniversityofMaryland 
Graduated With Honors 
Graduated With Highest Honors 
Pending Completion of Requirements 
* 
* 
Susie Lee Lim, Culver City, CA 
B.A., University of California at San Diego 
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute 
Kevin David Lucas, Side Lake, MN 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Mark Thomas Marciano, Hollywood 
B.S., Queen's University 
Braverman Eye Center 
Lee Michael Marlow, West Nyack, NY 
B.A., State University of New York at Albany 
Christopher Martz, North Miami Beach 
A.A., University of Florida 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Shalita Lynn Masih, Plantation 
B.A., Loyola Marymount University 
Yaron Hashmonai Maya, Plantation 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Peta-Gay Tricia McDonald, Lehigh Acres 
B.A., Rutgers University 
Frank Edwin Miller, Sunrise 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
David Duane Mohon, Fort Lauderdale 
B.S., Auburn University 
Douglas Michael Monette, Fridley, MN 
B.S., Mankato State University 
United States Naval Hospital, Great Lakes, IL 
Valerie R. Montemayor, New Port Richey 
B.S., Florida State University 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Salisbury, NC 
Benjamin Jay Nayor, Briarcliff, NY 
B.S., UniversityofPennsylvania 
The Center of Visual Management 
Kara Cuc Nguyen, Pearland, TX 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Linh DiemNguyen, Dublin, OH 
B. S., Nova Southeastern Uni versity 
Richard Padron, Miami 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
David Moon Park, Altamonte Springs 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Robert Young Park, Altamonte Springs 
B.S., University of Central Florida 
Jay V. Patel, Fort Lauderdale 
B.S., North Carolina State University 
Sasha Penn, San Francisco, CA 
B.S., San Francisco State University 
David Anthony Pifer, Stockbridge, GA 
B.A., Michigan State University 
B.S., University of South Florida 
Michael David Pirone, Hollywood 
B.S., University of Southern Maine 
§ Indicates Dual Degrees 
Diego Alexander Posada, Boca Raton 
A.S., Miami-Dade Community College 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Brett Courtney Reynolds, Indialantic 
B.S., Florida State University 
Atlantic Vision Center 
Rosanna T. Richards, Plantation 
B.S., University of Florida 
Lymon Nicholas Roan, Bradenton 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Edna Marie Robles, North Miami 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Jaime Marie Santeramo, Palm Harbor 
A.S., Queensborough Community College 
B.S., Hunter College, City University of New York 
Jason Michael Seligman, Dix Hills, NY 
B.A., University of Buffalo 
Michael L. Serrano, Munster, IN 
B.A., Indiana University 
B.S., Indiana University 
Michael Patrick Shea, Punta Gorda 
B.S., University of South Florida 
Diana L. Shechtman, Davie 
B.S., University of Florida 
Fox Medical Center 
Leon Maynard Shechtman, Davie 
B.S., University ofIllinois 
* John Patrick Sheldon, Davie 
* 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
West Palm Beach Ve.terans Affairs Medical Center 
Debra Ann Shim, Parkland 
B.A., Florida Intemational University 
Irena S. Shteynberg, Hollywood 
B.S., University of Miami 
Ricardo Silva, Miami Springs 
B.S., University of Miami 
M.S., University of Southern California 
Paul John Siniawski, Orlando 
B.S., Florida State University 
University of Houston 
* 
Michael L. Smit, St. Petersburg 
B.S., University of Toledo 
Hannon C. Smith, Port St. Joe 
B.S., Florida State University 
Lowery Houston Sparks, Jr., Panama City 
A.A., University of Florida 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Elliott Mark Stupp, North Miami Beach 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Edward 1. Sullivan, Kings Park, NY 
B.S.,Boston University 
United States Navy, Kings Park, NY 
Steven Paul Douglas Tittl, Eastlake, OH 
B.S., Kent State University . 
Brian Roy Tribunella, Tampa 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Tri Minh Vuong, Harvey, LA 
B.S., Tulane University 
Douglas S. Weston, Plantation 
B.S., University of Maryland at College Park 
Leslie Rand Wilderson-Lamotte, Delray Beach 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University 
Lanelle Shellemiah Williams, Pembroke Pines 
B.S., University of Miami 
James Chadwick Williams, Haines City 
A.A., University of Florida 
B.S ., Nova Southeastern University 
Richard Wang Yang, Davie 
B.S., University of Illinois 
Nova Southeastern University College of Optometry 
Roozbeh Yazdani, Tallahassee 
A.A., Tallahassee Community College 
B.S ., Nova Southeastern University 
Joseph John Zinkovich, Middlebury 
B.S., University of Florida 
Italics-Indicate Residency / Internship 
* 
** 
# 
* 
** 
* 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN PHARMACY 
Angela Maria Ortegon Eastman, Naples 
A.A., Edison Community College 
Ted Tateos Guekjian, Lauderhill 
Barbara Sonn-Marcello, Boca Raton 
B.A., Lehman College, City University of New York 
Chara Lynne Mariano, Boca Raton 
Caterina Felicia Montalbano, Deerfield Beach 
A.A., Palm Beach Community College 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHARMACY 
Sondra Marie Adkinson, Seminole 
B.S., Ohio Northern University, Raabe 
College of Pharmacy 
Bay Pines Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
Jerry E. Allen, II, Fort Myers 
A.S., St. Petersburg Community College 
Aisy Armero, Miami 
A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
Jill Renee Baldridge, Davie 
A.A., Manatee Community College 
James A . Haley Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
Tonya Barnes-Wright, Jacksonville 
B.S., Hampton University 
Gainesville Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
Rima I. Bazzi, North Miami Beach 
A.A ., Palm Beach Community College 
Robert John Beguiristain, Hialeah 
A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
B.A., Florida State University 
Charles Bonanno, Fort Lauderdale 
B.S., Long Island University College of Pharmacy 
M.B.A., Nova Southeastern University 
Jennifer Marie Bond, Lauderdale Lakes 
A.A., Hillsborough Community College 
Caroline A. Bordenkircher, Pembroke Pines 
A.A., Broward Community College 
A.S., Broward Community College 
Dorothy Cassandra Brown, Miramar 
A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
Luke Alexander Morgan Brown, Sunrise 
B.S., Saint John's University 
Shannon Lyn Butt, Pembroke Pines 
A.A., Broward Community College 
Erlanger Medical Center 
Graduated With Honors 
Graduated With Highest Honors 
Pending Completion of Requirements 
** 
** 
* 
Vincent Scott Calabrese, Largo 
B.S., University of Connecticut 
Jennifer Ann Cousineau, Plantation 
A.A., Ferris State University 
Lynn M. D' A vico, North Miami 
B.S., Marquette University 
Joseph Tad Davis, Jacksonville 
A.A., Florida Community College 
Kimberly L. Davis, Peachtree City, GA 
B.S., University of Georgia 
Grady Health System 
Marisel D. Deitz, Collierville, TN 
A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
B.S., University of Florida 
Dimple Dhalla, Hialeah 
. B.S., FloridaInternational University 
Justin L. Doherty, Fort Lauderdale 
Mitchell Ricky Fingerhut, Cooper City 
M.B.A., University of Miami 
M.S., University of Miami 
# Steve Fournier, Fort Lauderdale 
** 
* 
* 
B.S., Ferris State University 
GalinaFridkina, North Miami Beach 
A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
Deborah Katheryn Wessinger Fuller, Coral Springs 
B.S., University of Miami 
Karen Christine Furdon, Pompano Beach 
B.S., Florida Atlantic University 
Stacey Kaye Futch, Plant City 
Adelani Giwa, North Miami Beach 
B.S., Xavier University 
B.S ., University ofIfe, Nigeria 
Diane Warren Hardy, Cooper City 
B.S., University of North Carolina 
§ Indicates Dual Degrees 
Archibald Joseph Jackson, II, Perry Jennifer Lyn Munsil, St. Petersburg 
B.S., FloridaA&M University A.S ., Columbia State Community College 
Andrew Karcsh, Orlando ** Anh-Dai Trang Nguyen, Pembroke Pines 
B.S ., Trenton State University B.S., Louisiana State University 
Michael Gerard Kenney, Hollywood Duyen Tam Nguyen, Hollywood 
B.S., University of Missouri A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
Rosa Zavaleta King, Miami Shola T. Okuwa, North Miami Beach 
A.A., University of Florida A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
Mark Andrew Koehl, Apollo Beach Christopher John Osborne, Weston 
A.A., Hillsborough Community College A.A., Palm Beach Community College 
B.S., Florida State University 
Karen Hay Kruglick, Sarasota l B.S., University of Florida Vanessa G. Pages, Miami 
B.S., University of Miami 
* Yiu Bun Kwok, North Miami ~ B.S., Hong Kong Baptist College Judith Andrea Pass ley, Pembroke Pines 
Lester Lachuk, Hialeah 
B.S., Long Island University College of Pharmacy 
A.A., Miami-Dade Community College ManishaPatel, Clewiston 
Ngan-Chau Ngoc Le, Livermore, CA Jennifer Jean Pendola, Sunrise 
B.S., University of California at Davis B.S., Barry University 
Sasha Lee, Hollywood Rolando Perez, Miami 
B.S., Long Island University College of Pharmacy A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
Belkis Llerena, Hialeah Thanh-Huyen Jessica Pham, Orlando 
A.A., University of Central Florida 
Michael Regis Lloyd, Fort Lauderdale B.S., University of Florida 
A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
Laura Lin Phan , Miami 
Roslyn Martinez, Miami 
A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
Allison Marie Massaro, North Miami Beach 
Linda Crystal Plasencia, Hollywood 
B.S., University of Central Florida * Loretta Jane Porter, Plantation 
B.S., University of Pittsburgh 
AnithaMathew, Miami 
B.S., Titus Teacher's Training College Venessa Susan Price, Pembroke Pines 
B.S., B.C.M. College A.A., Miami- Dade Community College 
James A. Haley Veterans Affairs Medical Center New England Medical Center 
Lawrence Michael Mazzarella, Tequesta # Karen Thanh-Tuyen Quach, Orlando 
B.S., Alfred University A.A., University of Central Florida 
B.S., SaintJohn's University 
I Columbia Hospital Blanca Nieves Romero, Miami A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
Michael James McCool, Jr., Sarasota ) B.S ., Philadelphia College of Pharmacy & Science Stacy A. Roque, Tampa 
Doctors Hospital A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
Lisa A. Michaels, Fort Lauderdale Aaron Jeffrey Rosenzweig, Miami Beach 
Wendy M. Mingle, Pembroke Pines 
A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
A.A., Broward Community College Sarah Salami, Parkland 
Thomas Joe Mistretta, Tampa Victoria Samarkos, Clearwater 
A.A., University of Maryland A.A., St. Petersburg Junior College 
# Hamid Dino Mohebbi, Omaha, NE Daniel Santiago, Dania 
* Francienid Morales, Bayamon, PR 
B.S., Temple University 
B.S., Temple University 
B.S ., University of Puerto Rico School of Pharmacy Miami Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
James A. Haley Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
Mandath Manny Seetaram, Lake Worth 
B.S., Florida Atlantic University 
Italics Indicate Residency / Internship 
* 
** 
# 
Diptiben Ashish Smart, Pembroke Pines 
B.S., South Gujarat University 
# N ana Somboonkulavudi, Lake Worth 
* 
* 
B.S ., Auburn University 
Joseph Michael Spellman, North Miami Beach 
B.S., University of Florida 
Richard William Stark, II, Fort Lauderdale 
B.A., University of South Florida 
M.B.A., University of South Florida 
Virginia Hospital and Medical Center 
Paula Stasek, Merritt Island 
A.A., Brevard Community College 
Jeff Stuart Steinberg, Plantation 
B.S., Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science 
Debra Lynn Stemmerman, Davie 
A.S., Broward Community College 
Anne-Marie Stevenson, Coral Springs 
A.A., Broward Community College 
Cleon Walt Stewart, North Miami 
A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
Christopher Strong, Fort Lauderdale 
B.A., University of Kansas 
David Glen Swift, Ocala 
B.S., University of Florida 
Veronica Laura Tomor, North Miami 
B.S., Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 
and Allied Health Sciences 
B.S., Catholic University of Puerto Rico 
Graduated With Honors 
Graduated With Highest Honors 
Pending Completion of Requirements 
* 
Maritzabeth Torres, Miami 
B.S., University of Puerto Rico 
Joy Elizabeth Ugarte, Rockledge 
A.A., University of North Florida 
Babu Parayil Varughese, Cooper City 
B.S., Mar Thoma College, India 
Margarita Elena Vicente, Miami 
Marcos E. Viera, Miami 
A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
Miami Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
Tina P. Vo, St. Petersburg 
A.A., University of South Florida 
Francine Elizabeth Wai, Tamarac 
Barbara Marie Wing, Tampa 
A.A., University of South Florida 
B.S., Nova Southeastern University College of Pharmacy 
University of Maryland 
John Thomas Winiecki, Seminole 
A.A., St. Petersburg Junior College 
Miami Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
Powell Emanuel Woodberry, Jr., Valrico 
B.S., FloridaA&M University 
Joo Y. Vi, Davie 
A.A., Valencia Community College 
Edwin Patrick Young, Palm Beach Gardens 
§ Indicates Dual Degrees 
* 
* 
* 
** 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 
Ambreen S. Alam, Fort Lauderdale 
B.A., University of South Florida 
Broward General Medical Center 
Mary Judith Allen, Orlando 
B.S ., Florida State University 
M.S., Georgia Southern University 
Florida Hospital East Orlando 
Thomas Nathaniel Anderson, Orlando 
B.S ., Juniata College 
B.S ., University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown 
Florida Hospital East Orlando 
Glenn Barns Bailey, III, Weston 
B.A., St. Michael's College 
B.S., University of Vermont 
Berkshire Medical Center 
Alon Elie Baker, Surfside 
B.A., Florida International University 
Wayne Lawrence Bakotic, Miami 
A.A., Tallahassee Community College 
B.S., Barry University 
Roselind Horstmann Bardisa, Miami 
B.A., Florida International University 
B.S., Florida International University 
Palmetto General Hospital 
Robert William Bartlett, Pembroke, MA 
B.A., Clark University 
Youngstown Osteopathic Hospital 
MelissaAnne Broadman, Jacksonville 
B.A., University of Florida 
Tonia Jeanne Brousseau, Hollywood 
B.S., Auburn University 
University of Florida at Jacksonville 
Gary Morgan Bullock, Columbiana, AL 
B.S., Samford University 
Medical College of Georgia 
Jon Patrick Burdzy, Milford, NJ 
B.A., Purdue University 
Genesys Regional Medical Center 
John Daniel Burress, Jr., Orlando 
B.A., University of Central Florida 
B.S., University of Central Florida 
Douglas G. Bushell, BocaRaton 
B.A., George Washington University 
Olympia Fields Medical Center 
Marco Andres Camuzzi, Largo 
B.S., University of Florida 
Brookdale University Hospital and Medical Center 
Mariaelena Pernas Caraballo, Boca Raton 
B.S., University of Miami 
B.S., University of Miami 
* 
** 
Diana Rosa Carbonero, Miami 
B.A., University of Miami 
Brookdale University Hospital and Medical Center 
Matthew Stephan Casavant, Orlando 
B. S., Uni versity of Central Florida 
William Wayne Cheatham, Jr., West Palm Beach 
B.A., New College, University of South Florida 
Nam Sun Cho, Orlando 
B.S., University of Central Florida 
Ingham Regional Medical Center 
Howard Parkin Cook, North Miami Beach 
B.S., Virginia State University 
M.S., Virginia State University 
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey 
School of Osteopathic Medicine 
Catherine Mauldin Cooper, Odessa 
B.S., University of Miami 
Sun Coast Hospital 
Christopher Mitch Cooper, Gulf Breeze 
B.S., Florida State University 
Sun Coast Hospital 
Todd Michael Cooper, Atlanta, GA 
B.S., University of Georgia 
LynnT. Coy,Miami 
B.S ., University of Miami 
University of Indianapolis School of Medicine 
Jena Lisa Crisler, North Miami Beach 
B.A., University of Virginia 
Palmetto General Hospital 
ZehraA. Cumber, Coral Springs 
B.S., University of Miami 
Broward General Medical Center 
Dean Julian Cutillar, Tallahassee 
B.S., University of South Florida 
# Richard J. D' Amico, St. Petersburg 
* 
B.S ., Florida State University 
Craig R. DePodesta, Hamden, CT 
B.S., Fairfield University 
M.S., Southern Connecticut State University 
Broward General Medical Center 
Maria de los Angeles Diaz, Miami 
Pharm.D., University of Florida 
Miami Heart Institute 
David Jerry Dixon, Jr., Plantation 
B.S., Auburn University 
Health One Center for Science Education 
Donita Ines Dobson, Miami 
B.A., University of Pennsylvania 
M.S., Polytechnic University 
Italics Indicate Residency / Internship 
** Eric John Edelenbos, Pembroke Pines ** Henry E. Glick, Weston 
B.S., Ohio State University College of Pharmacy B .. A., Florida Atlantic University 
Kessler Medical Center B.S., Nova Southeastern University College of Pharmacy 
Paul Aaron Engelman, North Miami Beach Thomas Edward Green, Tequesta 
B.A., Columbia University B.A., Kean College of New Jersey 
Palmetto General Hospital Doctors Hospital 
Beatrixe Claude Eugene, North Miami Beach Keith Henry Greenberg, Great Neck, NY 
B.S., University of Florida B.A., State University of New York at Albany 
Miami Heart Institute M.S., State University of New York at Stony Brook 
M.S., Rochester Institute of Technology 
* Debra M. Fedor, Plantation Long Beach Medical Center 
B.S., University of South Florida 
Michael Harris Grodin, Plantation 
Mark Charles Feinstein, North Miami B.A., Tulane University 
B.A., University of Redlands-California Pontiac Osteopathic Hospital 
I van David Rodriguez Feliciano, Miami Rachael Ellen Gross, Miami 
B.S., University of Puerto Rico B.S., University of Florida 
Ph.D., Michigan State University Palmetto General Hospital 
Palmetto General Hospital 
* Elizabeth Ann Gunther, Hollywood 
* Gray Matthew Fenton, Plantation B.S., University of Miami 
B.A., University of Pennsylvania M.S., Florida International University 
Palmetto General Hospital 
Julie Maria Fernandez, Orlando 
B.A., Florida International University * Lisa A. Gwynn, Weston 
Florida Hospital East Orlando B.S., University of Miami 
Margaret Foye-Payne, Cooper City Anna Ham, Coral Gables 
B.A., Florida State University B.A., Columbia University 
Palmetto General Hospital 
Cherie Lynn Hansen, Fort Lauderdale 
* Charles James Franson, Jr., Jacksonville B.A., FloridaAtlantic University 
B.S., Florida State University M.S., Florida Atlantic University 
* Michael Alan Galin, Plantation Mary Patricia Hatty, Fort Myers 
B.S ., University of Massachusetts B.S ., West Chester University 
Botsford General Hospital Northside Hospital 
Michael Anthony Galletti, South Setauket, NY * Steven Leonard Hazelcorn, Boca Raton 
B.A., University of Delaware B.S., State University of New York 
Good Samaritan Hospital D.C., Los Angeles College of Chiropractic 
David Garber, North Miami Beach * Neal Alan Heimer, North Miami Beach 
B.S., Washington/Jefferson University B.S., Virginia Military Institute 
Health One Center for Science Education United States Naval Hospital, Pensacola 
# Carlos Andres Garcia-Rivera, Miami John Paul Hirt, Hollywood 
B.A., Florida International University B.A., Cornell University 
Westchester General Hospital Palmetto General Hospital 
Charles Edward Garramone, Darren Seth Hoffberger, Pembroke Pines 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, OH B.A., Washington University ofSt. Louis, MO 
B.S., University of Florida B.S., Washington UniversityofSt. Louis, MO 
Botsford General Hospital Botsford General Hospital 
§ Shai Gavi, Great Neck, NY ** Alan Howard Itzkowitz, Tamarac 
B.A., Brooklyn College B.S., UniverisityofFlorida 
B.S., Long Island University Albert Einstein Medical Center 
George Lawrence Geisler, IV, Mantua, NJ * Laurie Jean Jacobson-Peterson, Hypoluxo 
B.A., Drew University B.S., Carroll College 
Massapequa General Hospital M.S., Marquette University 
Columbia Hospital West Palm Beach 
* David Russel Gilchrist, Plantation 
B.S., University of Florida James Patrick Johnston, Bainbridge, GA 
Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine B.S., Florida State University 
Selby General Hospital 
Smith Joseph, Miami Lakes 
B.S., State University of New York 
* Graduated With Honors B.S., Nazareth College of Rochester 
** Graduated With Highest Honors Pharm.D., FloridaA&M University 
# Pending Completion of Requirements 
* 
Joseph Louis Jung, Safety Harbor 
B.S., State University of New York 
B.S., Nazareth College of Rochester 
YogitaKapoor, Flushing, NY 
B.S ., New York University 
St. Barnabas Hospital 
Harrietta Kapsalis, Hollywood 
B.A., Augustana College 
M. S., Barry University 
Palmetto General Hospital 
Boyeong Kim, Tampa 
B.S., University of Florida 
Miami Childrens Hospital 
Loretha King, Boynton Beach 
B. S., Mississippi Valley State University 
M.S., Barry University 
H orner Edward Kirby, III, McMinnville, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University 
Martin Army Community Hospital 
Kern Scott Koo, Palos Hills, IL 
B.A., University of Illinois 
B.S., University ofIllinois 
Wyckoff Heights Medical Center 
James Damon Landreau, Macon, GA 
B.S., University of Georgia 
United States Naval Hospital, Portsmouth 
David Michael Lang, Rockford, IL 
B.A., Northern Illinois University 
Botsford General Hospital 
Robert Carl Leatherman, Westminister, CA 
B.S., University of Portland 
Carson City Hospital 
Saowaluck Leelaluckanakul, Los Angeles, CA 
B.A ., University of California at Berkeley 
M.S., Georgetown University 
University of Illinois at Chicago 
§# Jill Levin, Miami 
* 
B.A., University of Miami 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Darren Edward Levy, North Miami Beach 
B.A., Austin College 
M.S ., University of Texas at San Antonio 
Palmetto General Hospital 
Mary Ellen Lewandoski, Ringwood, NJ 
B.S., Cornell University 
Winthrop University Hospital 
Deborah M. Lieberman, Pompano Beach 
B.A., Florida Atlantic University 
Albert Einstein Medical Center 
Laura Stevens Ling, New Ashford, MA 
B.S ., University of Massachusetts at Amherst 
Lloyd George Logue, Hollywood 
A.A., Gulf Coast Community College 
B.S., University of Florida 
Doctors Hospital 
Vicky N. Mai, Long Beach, CA 
B. S., University of California at Irvine 
Michael Albert Malone, Indian Rocks Beach 
B.S., Florida State University 
Sun Coast Hospital 
Raju Murali Mantena, Manchester, MO 
B.S., St. Louis University 
Nicole Joy Klurrnan Mark, Hallandale 
B.S., University of Maryland 
Edward P. Mayo, Plantation 
B.S., University of Florida 
Palmetto General Hospital 
Kendrick Dennis McArthur, Southfield, MI 
B.S., Michigan State University 
Pontiac Osteopathic Hospital 
Bach Allen McComb, Fort Lauderdale 
B.A., New College, University of South Florida 
Ph.D., Columbia Pacific University 
Palmetto General Hospital 
Sonia N. Melwani, Hollywood 
A.A., St. John's River Community College 
B.S., University of Central Florida 
Palmetto General Hospital 
John Harold Montgomery, Hattiesburg, MS 
B.A., Millsops College 
John Eric Moore, Miami Beach 
B.S., United States Naval Academy 
United States Naval Hospital, Pensacola 
Kellie Ann Mosley, Hollywood 
B.A., University of Georgia 
Palmetto General Hospital 
Charley Tucker Myrick, III, Jacksonville 
B.S., University of Florida 
Jean-Claude Nerette, Jr., Apollo Beach 
B.S ., University of Florida 
Maimonides Hospital 
Hanhdung Thi Nguyen, Orlando 
B.S., University of Florida 
Florida Hospital East Orlando 
Huu Ngoc Nguyen , Pompano Beach 
B.A., University of South Florida 
Bi-County Community Hospital 
Ralph Ortiz, Miami 
B.A., Cornell University 
Palmetto General Hospital 
Kristyna Dianna Paradis, Dracut, MA 
B.S ., University of Massachusetts at Lowell 
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey 
Nektaria V. Paraskevopoulos, Palm Harbor 
B.A., University of South Florida 
B.S., University of South Florida 
Italics Indicate Residency / Internship 
* 
** 
# 
# 
§ 
* 
* 
§* 
Ralph Samson Peiris, San Diego, CA 
B.A., University of California at San Diego 
B.S., University of California at San Diego 
St. Barnabas Hospital 
Hillel Peltz, North Miami Beach 
B.S., Brooklyn College 
Wyckoff Heights Medical Center 
Vivian Alabastro Perez, Miami 
B.S., Florida International University 
Oakland Hospital 
Juan C. Perez-Espinosa, South Miami 
A.A., Miami-Dade Community College 
B.A., Florida International University 
Westchester General Hospital 
Kendra Sue Hall Pyle, Orlando 
B.S., University of Central Florida 
Florida Hospital East Orlando 
Michael Questell, New Bethlehem, P A 
B.S., Appalachian State University 
M.S ., Barry University 
Clarion Hospital 
Francis Limcaco Quito, North Miami Beach 
Ph.D., University of Minnesota 
D.V.M., University of Philippines 
Wyckoff Medical Center 
Brian Edward Reeves, Sebring 
B.S., Stetson University 
Courtney Paige Rhoades, Fairfax, V A 
B.A., University of Virginia 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Demetrius Peter Rizos, Lowell, MA 
B.S., University of Massachusetts at Lowell 
M.A., Boston University 
United States Naval Hospital, Portsmouth 
Andrew L. Romano, Massapequa Park, NY 
A.A., State University of New York at Farmingdale 
B.S., State University of New York at Stony Brook 
United States Naval Hospital, Portsmouth 
Lona R. Sasser, Miami 
B.A., University of Pennsylvania 
Palmetto General Hospital 
Edward Benjamin Schwartz, Plano, TX 
B.A., University of Chicago 
Meredith Schweitzer, North Miami Beach 
B.A., Lafayette College 
Palmetto General Hospital 
Jeffrey M . Scott, Weston 
B.S., New York Regents College 
D.C., New York Chiropractic College 
Columbia Hospital 
Amy Lynn Seinfeld, North Miami Beach 
B.A., University of Michigan 
Health One Center for Science Education 
Graduated With Honors 
Graduated With Highest Honors 
Pending Completion of Requirements 
** Michael John Sexton, Hollywood 
B.S., University of West Florida 
United States Naval Hospital, Portsmouth 
* Mitchell Jerome Shaw, Coral Springs 
B.S., University of South Florida 
Sun Coast Hospital 
John Caleist Soud, Jacksonville 
B.S., University of Florida 
** Stephen Matthew Swirsky, Plantation 
B.S., Emory University 
M.S ., University of Miami 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Howard Shawn Szikman, Plantation 
B.S., University of Florida 
St. Barnabas Hospital 
Lawrence J. Tarasuk, Lake Success, NY 
B.A., University of South Florida , 
David Lowell Terzigni, New Port Richey 
A.A., St. Petersburg Junior College 
B.S., University of Tampa 
Northside Medical Center 
James Christopher Trapasso, Peekskill, NY 
B.A., Ithaca College 
Maimonides Medical Center 
Daniel Lawrence Turner, Largo 
B.A., Case Western Reserve University 
B.S., University of South Florida 
Womack Army Medical Center 
Leslie Lucille VanHorn, Harbor Island 
B.A., University of Virginia 
United States Naval Hospital, Jacksonville 
* Robert John Wagner, Jr., Fort Lauderdale 
B.S., University of Pittsburgh 
M.S., University of Pittsburgh 
Botsford General Hospital 
Neil Jason Weiner, Weston 
B.A., Tufts University 
Mount Sinai Medical Center 
* Patricia Fitzpatrick White, Plantation 
B.S., University of Florida 
Wellington Regional Medical Center 
# Alan David Widlansky, Sunrise 
B.S., Michigan State University 
Carson City Hospital 
Erik J. Won, San Clemente, CA 
B.A., University of Notre Dame 
B.S., University of Notre Dame 
Virginia Naval Hospital 
# Eaton I-Kun Yen, Pompano Beach 
B.S., City College of New York 
Union Hospital 
§ Adrian Mark Zachary, Bay Harbor Islands 
B.A., Lake Forest College 
Doctors Hospital 
§ Indicates Dual Degrees 
CO~NCEMENTSPEAKER 
Florida State Representative John Thrasher 
Florida State Representative John Thrasher began his political career with election to the Clay County School 
Board in 1986. He served as Vice Chairman, then Chairman, of the Board before running for the Florida House 
of Representatives. In 1992 he was elected to his first term as a State Representative. In 1994 and 1996 he was 
honored as the "Legislator of the Year" by the Florida School Board Association, and in 1994 as "Champion of 
Florida School Children" by the House Republican Caucus. 
As Co-chair of the House Rules, Resolutions and Ethics-Committee and as a member of the Civil Justice and 
Claims, Education Appropriations and Utilities and Communications committees; Rep. Thrasher has distin-
guished himself as a champion for causes that concern all Floridians: quality education, fighting crime, and 
preserving family values, while assuring that tax dollars are not wasted on extravagant government programs. 
He has worked to address patient concerns and the sanctity of the patient-health care provider relationship in 
the changing health Care system, and he supports medical research to assure that Florida has an adequate num-
ber of trained health professionals. 
A prominent attorney, Rep. Thrasher earned his law degree, with honors, from Florida State University. For 20 
years, he served as general counsel for the Florida Medical Association. 
Rep. Thrasher was rated in 1997 as one of the most effective members of the Florida House of Representa-
tives. Later that year, he was unanimously elected Speaker-designate of the Florida House of Representatives 
for the 1999-2000 term. 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT OATH 
As a physician assistant, 
I pledge my honor and conscience in the art of medicine. 
I recognize the responsibility placed upon me for the health and the very lives of others, 
and will always hold their care and well being as the paramount consideration. 
I will seek always to understand fully my own personal capabilities and be guided in my management 
of the sick and injured by that self knowledge. 
I recognize my responsibilities to impart to others who seek the profession of medicine 
such knowledge of its ardent practice as I possess, and I resolve to continue to improve 
my capability to this purpose. 
While I keep this thought inviolate, may it be granted to me to enjoy life in my art, 
forever honored by people. 
OPTOMETRIC OATH 
With full deliberation, I freely and solemnly pledge that: 
I will practice the art and science of optometry faithfully and conscientiously, 
and to the fullest scope of my competence. 
I will uphold and honorably promote by example and action 
the highest standards, ethics, and ideals of my chosen profession, 
and the honor of the degree, Doctor of Optometry, which has been granted me. 
I will provide professional care for those who seek my services, 
with concern, with compassion, and with due regard for their human rights and dignity. 
twill place the treatment of those who seek my care above personal gain 
and strive to see that none shall lack for proper care . 
I will hold as privileged and inviolable 
all information entrusted to me in confidence by my patients . 
I will advise my patients fully and honestly 
of all which may serve to restore, maintain, or enhance their vision and general health. 
I will strive continuously to broaden my knowledge and skills 
so that my patients may benefit from all new and efficacious means to enhance the care of human vision. 
I will share information cordially and unselfishly with my fellow optometrists and other professionals 
for the benefit of patients and the advancement of human knowledge and welfare . 
I will do my utmost to serve my community, my country, and humankind, 
as a citizen as well as an optometrist. 
I hereby commit myself to be steadfast of this, 
my solemn oath and obligation. 
PHARMACIST'S OATH 
At this time, I vow to devote my professional life 
to the service of humankind through the profession of pharmacy. 
I will consider the welfare of humanity 
and relief of human suffering my primary concerns . 
I will apply my knowledge, experience, and skills to the best of my ability 
to assure optimal drug therapy outcomes for the patients I serve . 
I will keep abreast of developments and maintain professional 
competency in my profession of pharmacy. 
I will maintain the highest principles of moral, ethical, and legal conduct. 
I will embrace and advocate change in the profession of 
pharmacy that improves patient care. 
I take these vows voluntarily with the full realization 
of the responsibility with which I am entrusted by the public . 
OSTEOPATHIC OATH 
I do hereby affirm my loyalty 
to the profession I am about to enter. 
I will be mindful always of my great responsibility 
to preserve the health and the life of my patients, 
to retain their confidence and respect 
both as a physician and a friend 
who will guard their secrets with scrupulous honor and fidelity, 
to perform faithfully my professional duties, 
to employ only those recognized 
methods of treatment consistent with good judgment 
and with my skills and ability, keeping in mind always 
nature's laws and the body's inherent capacity for recovery. 
I will be ever vigilant in aiding 
in the general welfare of the community, 
sustaining its laws and institutions, 
not engaging in those practices which will in any way bring shame or discredit 
upon myself or my profession. 
I will give no drugs for deadly purposes to any person, 
though it will be asked of me. 
I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues 
in a spirit of progressive cooperation 
and never by word or by act cast imputations upon them 
or their rightful practices . 
I will look with respect and esteem 
upon all those who have taught me my art. 
To my college I will be loyal 
and strive for its best interests 
and for the interest of the students who will come after me . 
I will ever be alert to further the application of basic biologic truths 
to the healing arts 
and to develop the principles of osteopathy 
which were first enunciated by Andrew Taylor Still. 
ACADEMIC PROCESSION AND REGALIA 
The Academic Processional is a long standing tradition which originated in 
medieval universities in the eleventh and twelfth centuries. Attired in cap, 
hood, and gown, the faculty would present itself and its students to the local 
community for inspection. 
The gown was originally thought to be worn for warmth, and to denote 
authority and privilege. Today, black is the color of the gown for all degrees, 
although variations represent the difference in the level of the degree. 
The medieval hood was worn as a protection from the elements, or used as a 
satchel to carry scrolls and books. The modem hood worn today is lined with 
satin in the colors of the institution conferring the degree (Nova Southeastern 
University colors are blue and gray). In addition, the hood is trimmed with 
various colors of velvet facing, each colorrepresenting the academic discipline 
in which the degree has been granted. Salmon color has been designated to 
represent the public health degree. Green has been selected as the appropriate 
color for medicine, seafoam green for optometry and olive green for pharmacy -
the colors of life and growth. 
The academic cap, at one time worn by freed Roman slaves, signifies the 
wearer's right to academic freedom, attests to the dignity endowed upon the 
wearer, and the responsibility for maintaining the highest practical and ethical 
standards. 
Graduates who as students have been recognized for academic achievement by 
an honors society are wearing honor cords. The cords are worn by members of 
Psi Sigma Alpha, the national osteopathic medical honor society, by members 
of Rho Chi, the national pharmacy honor society, and by members of Beta 
Sigma Kappa, the international optometric honor society. 
1-
